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Sexual disgust 1s hypothesized to aid in mate
selection

Previous research has found that women have higher
levels of sexual disgust than men, and these sex

differences are large and robust (Al-Shawaf, Lewis,
& Buss, 2018; Al-Shawaft, Lewis, & Buss, 2015;

Tybur, Lieberman, & Griskevicius 2009)

Recently, we discovered six factors of sexual disgust

and found consistent sex differences across two
studies (Crosby, Durkee, Meston, & Buss, 2020)

However, because varying types of context-specific
input may result in cross-cultural differences in
sexual disgust activation, we wanted to test these sex
differences cross-culturally

To examine:

The universality and cultural specificity of sex
differences among six factors of sexual disgust in
seven different cultures

Researchers from around the world were invited to
participate 1n a cross-cultural project on the
psychology of sexual disgust

Collaborators translated the questionnaire into the
appropriate language for their culture in three steps:

1 Imitial translation by a bilingual speaker
». Back-translation by a second bilingual speaker
;. Discrepancies resolved by a third bilingual speaker

Once discrepancies were resolved, an online survey
was created for their use

PROCEDURE

Participants (N =4, 771; ) were recruited
through online platforms and universities to
participate in an online study

Participants filled out a battery of questionnaires

including the Sexual Disgust Inventory. This

inventory asks participants to rate how sexually

disgusting they consider 31 items on a scale of 1
to 7

We conducted a series of t-tests to explore sex
differences towards the six factors for each culture

Countries by Sample Size

Kenya El Salvador Kazakhstan

| | Kenya
|| El Salvador
|| Kazakhstan
I usa
B Romania
B Ukraine
Bl Russia
(N=70) (N=84)
Men 35 40
Women 35 44
Age (years) Range 18-76
Mean (SD) 2121 21.11
(2.81) 4.77)
Relationship Status (%)
Single 40.00 63.90
In a relationship 60.00 36.10
Sexual orientation (%)
Heterosexual 59.40 81.70
Homosexual 14.50 7.30
Bisexual 4.30 9.80
Other 21.70 1.20
Men
Country
Kenya 0.45 0.55* 0.22
El Salvador 0.01 0.15 0.15
Kazakhstan 0.29%  0.42%%% ¢ ggusw«
USA 0.33*%*  0.32** (.35**
Romania  0.26* 0.10 0.58%**
Ukraine 0.62%** (.42%** (). 42%**

Russia 0.58***

0.31*%%* ¢ g3x**

Note. p < .05%; p < .01 **; p < .00]***

(N = 234)
120
114

30.29
(8.52)

37.20
62.80

95.70
0.40
3.40
0.40

0.27
0.46*

0.37%*

0.53%**
0.27%*

0.38%**
0.06

167 183
164 195
36.53  27.60
(12.87)  (10.01)
3414 33.60
65.56  66.40
81.57  85.20
3.32 6.10
2.11 7.70
1299  1.10

Same-sex Women
Taboo Hygiene Same Sex Promiscuity BDSM attraction Same Sex Oral Sex

0.25 0.04
0.09 0.15
0.11 0.01
0.15 0.08
0.09 0.25*
0.18 0.23%
0.18* 0.69***

USA Romania Ukraine
(N=331;) (N=378) (N=514) (N=3,160)

108
406

32.80
(8.86)

27.80
72.20

87.50
2.60
8.80
1.20

0.14
0.43

0.4

0.28*
0.18

0.06
0.21**

Russia

158
3,002

24.55
(5.71)

26.90
73.10

60.60
3.00

33.60
2.80

0.02
0.40

0.10

0.27*
0.24*

0.04
0.07
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T-tests revealed:

Significant sex differences in 5 of the 7 cultures
towards same-sex sex between men, with men being
more sexually disgusted than women; these effects

ranged from d = .35 to .93 ( ).

Significant sex differences in 5 of the 7 cultures
towards the promiscuity factor, with women being
more sexually disgusted by promiscuous sex than
men; these effects ranged from d = .27 to .53.

We found interesting variation between and within
cultures 1n levels of sexual disgust towards the six
factors

Our results corroborate previous research showing
that women are, on average, more sexually disgusted
than men towards most factors of sexual disgust and
that this sex difference exists cross-culturally

However, we found a sex-reversed effect with men
being more sexually disgusted than women towards
same-sex sex between men

To establish measurement invariance

To test sex differences at the item-level using
multilevel modeling

To test the evolutionary origins of these sex
differences by exploring several alternative, but not
mutually exclusive, hypotheses that have been
advanced to explain why this sex difference might

exist (Al-Shawatf et al., 2018)
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